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KPC 132-01 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF KEDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, 19th MAY 2026 

HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM, PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE, ARMS LANE, KEDINGTON 

 

 
Present: 

 
Cllr Ann Naylor (Chair) 
Cllr Jeffery Potter (Vice-Chair) 
Cllr Terry Wheeler 
Cllr Ross Standeven 
Cllr Dean Willett 
Cllr Jeanette Kilpatrick 
Cllr Rosie Griffin 

  
In attendance: 
 
Also in 
attendance: 
 

John Boxall (Parish Clerk) 
 
 
Suffolk County Councillor Luke O’Brien, Vice Chair Suffolk County Council David 
Roach, West Suffolk Councillors Marion Rushbrook, Karen Richardson and Nick 
Clarke. 

  ACTION 
 

 1. Election of Chair for year 2026/2027. 
Cllr Naylor presided over this agenda item. 
 
Following a discussion amongst the Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler 
and seconded by Cllr Potter proposing Cllr Naylor continues as Chair. The resolution was 
unanimously agreed. 
 
Cllr Naylor took the Chair and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (ANNEX 1). 
 

2. Election of Vice-Chair for year 2026/2027. 
Following a discussion amongst the Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr Naylor and 
seconded by Cllr Willett proposing Cllr Potter continues as Vice Chair. The resolution was 
unanimously agreed. 
 

3. Acknowledge agenda items of interest to members of the public present. 
None present. 
 

4. Welcome, Apologies and Resignations. 
Chair welcomed everyone present. 
 
Clerk advised that Cllr Bellamy is unable to attend for personal reasons. Apologies were 
accepted by all Councillors present. 
 
Clerk advised there were no resignations. 
 
Clerk advised that the Council, members of the public and press may audio record, film, 
photograph or broadcast the meeting, when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any 
member of the public who attends the meeting is advised that the Parish Council cannot control 
3rd party recordings. The Parish Council will audio record the meeting and the recording will be 
deleted following approval of the minutes at the next meeting. 
 

5. To receive members’ declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other 
Registerable and Non-Registerable Interests in accordance with the Local Government 
Association Model Councillor Code of Conduct and/or with regard to Section 106 of the 
Local Government Finance Act 1992 and to receive any applications for dispensations on 
agenda items. 
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Clerk reminded Councillors that at the last meeting Cllr Griffin was granted a dispensation in 
accordance with the Localism Act 2011 Sec.33 allowing her to take part in discussions but not 
vote on this meeting’s agenda item 11.7. 
 
Clerk advised that at the last meeting the Council didn’t specify a period for which Cllr Griffin’s 
dispensation has effect. The Localism Act 2011 Sec.33 (3) states “A dispensation under this 
section must specify the period for which it has effect, and the period specified may not exceed 
four years.” 
 
Following a discussion amongst the Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr Potter and 
seconded by Cllr Wheeler that Cllr Griffin’s dispensation should last for a period of one year 
commencing from the date of the meeting at which the dispensation was granted, being 21st 
April 2026. The resolution was unanimously agreed. 
 

6. Councillors who were present to agree as a true record the minutes of the Meeting of 
Kedington Parish Council held on 21st April 2026. 
Councillors confirmed that they had received a copy of the draft minutes and had read them.  
 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Kilpatrick to agree the draft 
minutes of the Meeting of Kedington Parish Council held on 21st April 2026 as a true record. The 
resolution was unanimously agreed. 
 
Chair signed the minutes during the meeting. 
 

7. Discuss and agree Councillor Responsibilities for year 2026/27. 
Councillor Responsibilities for the year 2026/2027 were discussed and agreed. 
 

8. Receive visitor’s reports and reports from District and County Councillors. 
Cllr Clarke advised that with regards to the Local Government Reorganisation, the current plan 
is that there will be 66 Councillors for West Suffolk. In May 2027 there will be elections for the 
Unitary Authority and the election will be for five years, not the normal four years; the first year 
being in shadow. The shadow elections in May 2027 are not bound by the Boundary 
Commission, they are dealt with internally. The District Council elections that are due next year 
will be extended for one year until May 2028. Our Ward is likely to be the Kedington and Hundon 
Ward with one Councillor. The next elections in 2032 will be subject to the Boundary 
Commission. This is all subject to change though. Parish Council elections may be brought in 
line with this i.e. elections in May 2027 but for a five-year period also until May 2032. There is a 
consultation on this until the end of this month. 
 
There is also the potential legal challenge against the Local Government Reorganisation. 
 
David Roach advised the website for the consultation is suffolklgrhub.gov.uk 
 
Cllr Clarke advised that the Locality Budget will therefore be reduced from four Councillor 
budgets to one. 
 
Cllr Clarke advised that the Local Plan went to Government and has stalled; there needs to be 
more houses than in the original plan. There has been a call for land that closes tomorrow. 
 
Cllr Clarke advised the Better Recycling campaign is running. 
 
Cllr Clarke advised the potential Forest City development continues to trundle along and is quite 
frightening for a lot of people. 
 
Cllr Richardson advised that neighbouring villages are complaining about the Essex Waste Ltd. 
planning application. 
 
Cllr O’Brien advised he’s in his second week now as our new County Councillor. He had a half-
day induction last week and the first full Council meeting is on Thursday 21st May 2026 at which 
the Cabinet will be decided. He is going to be Chair of the Education Scrutiny Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 

 

 
 

 
David Roach will update Cllr O’Brien with regards to the 7.5T weight restriction application on 
the B1061 from the A143 crossroads to Sturmer. 
 

9. Receive accounting statements and any other financial reports and agree any necessary 
action. 
 
9.1 Review and agree accounting statements. 

Chair confirmed that Councillors had received the relevant documents. 
  
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Naylor to agree the 
Bank Reconciliation, the Payments and Receipts List, the Net Position by Cost Centre 
and Code report and the Reserves Balance report (ANNEX 2). The resolution was 
unanimously agreed. 
 

9.2 Precept for 2026/2027. 
Clerk advised that the 2026/2027 Precept of £91,704.00 was received into the Barclays 
account on 30th April 2026. 
 

9.3 Receive Internal Auditor’s Report for year ending 31st March 2026. 
Clerk advised that the internal audit took place on Friday 8th May 2026. Clerk reported 
that, apart from “Internal control objective M”, the Internal Auditor found everything to be 
in order and completed the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 (ANNEX 3) that is part 
of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26. 
 
With regards to objective M, this is because the Notice for the Exercise of Public Rights 
2024-25 had an incorrect date on it. The date of announcement must be not less than 1 
day before the date of commencement of the period during which any person has the 
right to inspect and make copies of accounting records etc. The date of announcement 
should therefore have been 2nd June 2025 or earlier, not 3rd June 2025. 
 
The Internal Auditor also completed his Audit Report to Kedington Parish Council. This 
advised that “By examination of the 2025/26 accounts and supporting documentation it 
was confirmed that the Clerk, in the role as the Council’s Responsible Financial Officer, 
continued to undertake the administration of the Council’s financial affairs to a high 
standard and produced financial management information to enable the Council to make 
well-informed decisions.” 
  
Clerk advised that the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26, the Exercise of Public 
Rights 2024-25 and the Audit Report to Kedington Parish Council 2025/26 are/will be 
available on the Parish Council website. 
 

9.4 Agree and sign Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 of the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 for the financial year ending 31st 
March 2026. 
Councillors agreed Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 for the financial 
year ending 31st March 2026 (ANNEX 4). 
 
The Chair and Clerk signed the form and it will be posted on the Parish Council website. 
 

9.5 Agree and sign Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 of the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 for the financial year ending 31st 
March 2026. 
Councillors agreed Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 for the financial year 
ending 31st March 2026 (ANNEX 5). 
 
The Chair signed the form and it will be posted on the Parish Council website. 
 
The Clerk had already signed the form prior to presenting it to the Council for approval. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNEX 2 
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9.6 Agree £18.00 refund payment to Councillor Naylor for her purchase of drinks and 
nibbles for the Annual Parish Meeting on 28th April 2026. 
Clerk advised that on 28th April 2026 Cllr Naylor paid a total of £18.00 for coffee, tea, 
milk, nuts and crisps for those that attended the Annual Parish Meeting later that evening. 
 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Potter to refund the 
payment of £18.00 to Cllr Naylor. The resolution was unanimously agreed. 
 
Clerk advised this can be paid in accordance with Local Government Act 1972, s.111. 
 

10. Grants. 
 

10.1. Uptakes. 
 
a. St Peter and St Paul Toddler Group. 

Clerk advised that the £400.00 grant was paid on 1st May 2026 and thanks were 
received by email on 5th May 2026. 

 
b. 1st Kedington Rainbows. 

Clerk advised that the £417.00 grant was paid on 27th April 2026 and thanks were 
received from Emma Brown during the 21st April 2026 meeting. 
 

10.2. Applications. 
 
a. Friendship Club. 

Following a discussion amongst Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr 
Naylor and seconded by Cllr Willett to grant £300.00 to the Friendship Club. The 
resolution was unanimously agreed. 
 
Clerk advised this can be paid in accordance with Local Government Act 1972, s.137.  
  

11. Clerk’s report. 
 

11.1 Review and adopt Data Protection and Information Management Policy. 
Clerk confirmed this Policy is unchanged since the last review. 
 

11.2 Review and agree Accessibility statement. 
Clerk advised that he has amended the Accessibility Statement on the website in 
accordance with the Council’s compliance with Assertion 10 introduced by the Smaller 
Authorities Proper Practices Panel Practitioners’ Guide 2025  
 

11.3 Review and adopt Grant Award Policy. 
Clerk confirmed this Policy is unchanged since the last review. 
 

11.4 Review and adopt the Local Government Association Model Councillor Code of 
Conduct 2020. 
Clerk confirmed this Code of Conduct is unchanged since the last review. 
 

11.5 Review and agree Community Emergency Plan. 
Clerk advised that with the consent of Lynda Woodward, Kris Woodley and Colin 
Jenkinson he has amended or added their details on/to the Plan. 
 
Cllr Standeven raised the matter of defibrillator training. Chair advised there is training 
available at the Epi Centre and she will advertise this on Facebook. 
 
Cllr Willett advised that the Plan still refers to Lynda and Kris as “KPC”. Clerk will amend 
this.   
 
Chair confirmed that Councillors had received and read the above five documents at 
items 11.1 to 11.5 inclusive. 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 



5 

 

 
 

 
Following a discussion amongst Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr 
Standeven and seconded by Cllr Griffin to adopt and agree all of the aforementioned five 
documents at items 11.1 to 11.5 inclusive. The resolution was unanimously agreed. 
 

11.6 Review and adopt Standing Orders. 
Clerk reminded Councillors that at the last meeting during a discussion to amend the Co-
Option Policy it was agreed to discuss amending the voting procedure in Standing 
Orders paragraph 8 at this meeting.  
 
Clerk suggests that Standing Orders paragraph 8 is amended to remove the need for an 
absolute majority if more than two persons have applied for a vacancy. 
 

Clerks suggestion is to amend paragraph 8 to state:- 

 

“Where more than two persons have been nominated for a position to be filled by the 
Council and none of those persons has received an absolute majority of votes in their 
favour:- 

 
i. the name of the person having the least number of votes shall be struck off the list 

and a fresh vote taken. 
 

ii. if more than one person shares the least number of votes the person having the 
most number of votes will be appointed. 
 

iii. if more than one person shares the least number of votes and more than one 
person shares the most number of votes, the persons having the most number of 
votes will be appointed or a fresh vote taken between them dependant on the 
number of vacancies. 
 

iv. a tie in votes may be settled by the casting vote exercisable by the Chair of the 
meeting.” 

 
Following a discussion amongst Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr Naylor 
and seconded by Cllr Potter to adopt Standing Orders once this amendment is made. 
The resolution was unanimously agreed. 
 

1954 hrs David Roach left the meeting. 
 
11.7 Leasing the land owned by Kedington Parish Council that runs between Silver 

Street and Silver Street Park update. 
Clerk confirmed that Councillors had received the draft agreements that he emailed to 
them on Friday 15th May 2026. These are agreements with Dilip and Daxa Visana and 
with Glenn and Christopher Edwards regarding their use of a part of this land.    
 
Following a discussion amongst Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr Naylor 
and seconded by Cllr Willett to agree these agreements. The resolution was 
unanimously agreed. 
 
Cllr Kilpatrick asked if there was going to be an agreement for the Post Office van to park 
on this part of the block paving area, as they currently do on Wednesday mornings. 
Following a discussion amongst Councillors it was agreed that the Clerk would speak to 
Dilip and Daxa and to the lady who normally works the Post Office van regarding where 
the van can be parked on the block paving. 
 
Clerk advised that Cllr Griffin has tried unsuccessfully to get a quote/quotes from other 
solicitors. We have one quote of £1,800.00 inc VAT from Fairhurst Menuhin & Co. 
Solicitors. 
 

 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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Clerk has been back in touch with Adams Harrison but even though they no longer 
represent Cllr Griffin and her husband in the purchase of their house, they still consider 
there to be a potential conflict of interest and can’t represent them with regards to a 
lease. 
 
Clerk has also contacted Fairhurst Menuhin & Co. with regards to an amended lease in 
light of matters discussed at previous meetings. Clerk advised he was expecting a phone 
call earlier this afternoon but did not receive one. Clerk advised he will continue making 
enquiries with Fairhurst Menuhin & Co. 
 
Cllr Standeven suggested Holmes & Hills Solicitors also. 

 
11.8 Submitting a proposal to Suffolk County Council as part of its Bus Service 

Improvement Plan 2 update. 
Chair advised she is in the process of finalising a letter to be sent to other Parish Councils 
and if necessary a questionnaire to be sent to Kedington parishioners. 
 

11.9 Renewal of Royal British Legion Hall as an Asset of Community Value update. 
Chair advised she submitted the application on 15th May 2026. 
 

12.  Play Equipment. 
 

12.1 Receive monthly play park inspection reports and agree any necessary action. 
Clerk confirmed that Councillors had received the reports that relate to inspections 
carried out on 16th April 2026 and the report that relates to an inspection of just Old 
School Field carried out on 1st May 2026. 
 
Clerk reminded Councillors that we now receive reports for Old School Field monthly 
and Silver Street Park bi-monthly. 
 
Councillors discussed racially aggravated graffiti on Old School Field play equipment 
and it was agreed it would be reported to the Police. 
 
It was also agreed to advertise on Facebook that it had been reported to the Police. 
 
Cllr Wheeler volunteered to fill in the hole in the ground that had been found on Old 
School Field by the Inspector. 
 
All other findings are low or very low risk. 
 

12.2 Discuss a quote to conduct an annual service and fit a new cable on the cable 
runway in Old School Field. 
Clerk advised that the cable runway had its last annual service by Playquip during works 
conducted by them on 9th and 10th July 2025. Playquip also indicated that we may need 
a new cable this year, 2026. 
 
Clerk has been in contact with Playquip regarding a quote for an annual service of the 
cable runway and to see if the cable needs replacing. 
 
The quote for the service is £345.00 +VAT, the same as last year. 
 
The quote to supply and fit a new 10mm runway cable is £259.00 +VAT. This doesn’t 
include a fitting charge as, if it’s done at the same time as the service they take the cable 
down to check it as part of the service anyway. 
 
Playquip have confirmed that the decision to fit a new cable or not will be made on the 
day the service is carried out. The technicians will take a cable with them and only fit one 
if necessary and with approval of course. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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Following a discussion amongst Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler 
and seconded by Cllr Standeven to accept this quote to service the cable runway and 
have the cable replaced if necessary. The resolution was unanimously agreed. 
 
Clerk advised this can be paid in accordance with the Open Spaces Act 1906 ss.9 and 
10. 
 

13. Environmental/Grounds Maintenance matters. 
Clerk advised there are none. 
 

14. Highway/Footpath/Street Furniture matters. 
 

14.1 Work required in accordance with Cllr Wheeler’s Street Furniture Reports of 2025 
and 2026 update. 
Clerk advised that all work outstanding from the 2025 report has been brought forward 
and all other work is complete. 
 
Regarding the 2026 report, it was agreed that:- 
 

 Clerk will contact Trevor Pharaoh with regards to the bench opposite the British 
Legion and the bench at the entrance to Westward Deals,  

 Clerk will research a new liner for the litter bin on West End Lane. 

 Clerk will research a new notice board for the Westward Deals and ask Trevor 
Pharaoh to install it. 

 Clerk will ask Hightech Window Cleaning if they will clean the grit bins and the 
two dog bins identified in the report.  

 
14.2 Wooden picnic benches in Old School Field update. 

Clerk advised that as agreed at the last meeting he has contacted Trevor Pharaoh 
regarding removing the old varnish/paint from the two benches, sanding them and 
applying Teak oil and he has quoted £290.00 +VAT to do so. Trevor is aware that the 
benches will need securing back in place into or under the grass matting as they 
originally were. 
 
Trevor is aware the Parish Council has an account with Huws Gray if needed. 
 
Following a discussion amongst Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler 
and seconded by Cllr Potter to accept this quote and have the work done. The resolution 
was unanimously agreed. 
 
Clerk advised this can be paid in accordance with Open Spaces Act 1906 ss.9 and 10  
 

15. Any other reports and on-going matters. 
 

15.1 Housing Needs Survey discuss. 
Clerk reminded Councillors that at its meeting on 11th November 2025 it had discussed 
conducting a Housing Needs Survey and that it had resolved to discuss it again in 6 
months’ time. 
 
Following a discussion amongst Councillors, including Cllr Clarke and Cllr O’Brien, a 
resolution was put forward by Cllr Willett and seconded by Cllr Wheeler to discuss this 
again once the new Unitary Authorities are in place and have bedded in for one year, so 
circa May 2029. The resolution was not agreed by a majority of 4-3. 
 
Following further discussion amongst Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr 
Potter and seconded by Cllr Naylor to discuss this again in one year’s time. The 
resolution was unanimously agreed. 
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16. Housing/Planning.  
           
16.1 Planning applications for discussion at meeting. 

Clerk advised there were none. 
 

16.2 Planning applications observations conveyed by the Parish Council. 
 

a. SCC/0188/25SE – Former site of Karro Foods, Stour Business Park, Little 
Wratting - change of use to Sui Generis (Materials Recycling Facility) for the 
management of inert waste, production of primary and secondary aggregates, 
and concrete. 
Clerk advised that the Parish Council’s comments regarding this application were 
submitted on 5th May 2026. 

 
16.3 Planning applications decisions received from the District Council. 

 
a. DC/26/0422/HH – 18 The Orchard, Kedington – Householder planning 

application - a. single storey front extension, b. single storey side and rear 
extension, insertion of ground floor window on side elevation. 
 
AND Re-consultation 
 
Householder planning application - a. single storey front extension, b. insertion 
of two bay windows on front elevation, c. single storey side and rear extension, 
d. insertion of ground floor window on side elevation. 
Clerk advised that no objections to this application were submitted on 27th April 2026, 
however the application was then withdrawn on 6th May 2026. 

 
17. Date and location of next Parish Council meeting. 

Clerk advised the next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th June 2026 at 7pm 
in the Parish Council Office Meeting Room. 

 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8:41 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed………… …......................………  Date….…16th June 2026............… 
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